
History of NUCA Hawaii Chapter 
WHO IS NUCA HAWAII? 

NUCA of Hawaii is a trade association working to protect and advance Hawaii’s utility 
construction and excavation industry. Our member companies provide the materials and 
workforce that builds and maintains Hawaii’s network of water, sewer, gas, electric, 
telecommunications, excavation, treatment plant, and construction site development industries. 

  

HISTORY OF NUCA HAWAII 

With utility construction growing rapidly throughout the islands, the need for an organized group 
was apparent to many involved with Hawaii utility construction. For one, there is a shortage of 
qualified utility construction workers in Hawaii with the necessary job skills. Reinforcing that is 
the need for more industry coordination, training and safety promotion, as well as advocacy to 
protect and advance the industry. 

Leroy Chincio, Superintendent of Construction Management for Hawaiian Electric Co. in 
Honolulu, is one of the early champions who rallied fellow contractors with the idea of forming a 
statewide NUCA chapter. Those initial efforts propelled a core group of Hawaii utility 
contractors to band together. Within weeks, the group’s ranks grew to 75 Hawaii utility 
construction representatives who attended a May 2013 organizational meeting in Pearl City. 

  

“We were all excited by the thought of starting something new and being part of something 
bigger than our individual companies,” Chincio recalls. “As a unified force, we realized our 
greater strength in numbers.” 
During summer 2013, the Hawaii Steering Committee gathered to complete the next formative 
steps — drafting the Hawaii Chapter’s bylaws and electing the initial Board of Directors. Their 
efforts were guided from the get-go by NUCA Chapter Development Director Kenneth Sommer, 
who helps facilitate local NUCA chapter startup movements. 

“What a rewarding journey it’s been, to see our own NUCA chapter come alive,” says Kalani 
Kamanu, the first elected Chapter President of NUCA of Hawaii. “Everyone working together 
from the beginning has helped bring our dream into reality. 



  

LOCAL COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT 

 Sponsorship of U. S. Vets 

 U.S.VETS is a private non-profit organization providing housing, employment and 
counseling services to our nation’s veterans, the men and women from all branches of the 
armed forces who have served their country from World War II to the current conflict in 
Afghanistan. 

With 21 residential sites and 9 service centers in 14 cities across 6 states, the District of 
Columbia and the territory of Guam, U.S.VETS personnel go into the local community to find 
homeless veterans and guide them to crucial services that might help alleviate the challenges 
they face as a result of their homelessness. 

The range of services includes housing and employment assistance, as well as access to veterans 
benefits and treatment for mental and physical health problems and substance abuse. 

LOCAL INDUSTRY INVOLVEMENT 

Two members of NUCA Hawaii’s Leadership Committee also sit on the Advisory Committee 
for the Public Utilities Commission. 

Several  of NUCA Hawaii’s members are also members of other industry trade organizations 
such as the Building Industry Association, the General Contractors Association, the Associated 
Building Contractors Association, and the like. 
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