
 

 

 
 
 
June 29, 2020 
  
The Honorable Nancy Pelosi  
Speaker of the House 
United States House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 
 
Dear Speaker Pelosi,   
 
The National Utility Contractors Association (NUCA) represents represent construction contractors, 
manufacturers, and distributors who build and maintain a wide range of underground facilities and 
transportation infrastructure. Member companies provide the manpower and equipment needed to 
build, repair, and maintain the infrastructure needed for water and wastewater infrastructure, gas 
distribution, broadband, electric and as well as the nation’s surface transportation system.  
 
NUCA applauds your efforts to advance the Moving Forward Act (H.R. 2), which would authorize badly 
needed funding for a wide range of American infrastructure sectors, including our dilapidated water, 
wastewater and stormwater systems.  
 
NUCA strongly supports the provisions included in the following sections of H.R. 2:  
 

• Sec. 22113 – Authorization of Appropriations, which would authorize $40 billion ($8 billion 
annually) in for the Clean Water State Revolving Fund (SRF) program for FYI 2021 through 2025. The 
Water SRF is a highly effective financing program that provides needed resources to the states for 
wastewater infrastructure improvements across the country.  
 

• Sec. 90108 – Exempt-facility bonds for sewage and water supply facilities, which would add water 
and sewer facilities to the list of categories that are not subject to the volume cap on private activity 
bonds (PABs). This would allow unlimited private investment in the woefully underfunded 
wastewater infrastructure market.   
 

• Sec. 33103 – (Drinking Water) Funding, which would increase and extend the authorization for the 
Drinking Water State Revolving Fund. Like the Clean Water SRF, the Drinking Water SRF is a highly 
efficient financing program that provides revolving loans to local communities to help refurbish their 
drinking water infrastructure.  
 

• Sec. 22102 – Wastewater Infrastructure Workforce Investment, which calls for a report to Congress 
on the current and future workforce needs of public wastewater treatment utilities. The report 
would also describe actions, including Federal investments, that help promote our industry and add 
to its workforce. 

 

• Sec. 22106 – Sewer Overflow and Stormwater Reuse Municipal Grants to increase the 
authorization of federal dollars for sewer overflow and stormwater reuse grants. This provision 
would provide $400 million annually ($2 billion total) through FY 2025.  



 
 
 

• Sec. 22110 – Water Pollution Control Revolving Loan Funds, which would authorize the use of 
grants as an eligible means of providing assistance and direction to states to address water pollution 
challenges through FY 2025.   
 

• Sec 31501 – Repeal of Rule and Prohibition on Use of NPRM, which would address prior rulemaking 
activities by the Federal Communications Commission (FCC), including prohibiting FCC from 
finalizing a proposed rule that would cap the Universal Service Fund (USF) programs. The USF 
continues to serve as a critical source of funding to deploy broadband in unserved and underserved 
areas of the country, most of which are rural communities. NUCA opposes any efforts to restrict or 
cap either contributions to or expenditures from the USF.  
 

As we continue to face the impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic, all efforts to keep Americans at work 
should remain a top priority. The House must recognize that some 1.2 million construction workers are 
unemployed, and state and local governments are facing considerable budget shortfalls that pressure on 
public agencies to delay or even cancel critical construction projects. To make matters worse, market 
uncertainty is causing many private developers and investors to cut back on future construction 
projects. 
 
Infrastructure investment is a demonstrated way to create jobs and kickstart local economies. The 
investments in water, wastewater and stormwater infrastructure described above would take needed 
steps to put Americans back to work in essential jobs while repairing and rebuilding our environmental 
infrastructure.  
 
In addition, as home-schooling, telemedicine, and virtual meetings are continually on the rise, keeping 
America connected is more important now than ever. Providing for a robust financing programs such as 
the FCC’s USF program to deploy broadband in Rural America is critical.  
 
Again, we thank you for your leadership in advancing this important legislation at a time when the 
provisions referred to above are needed most. Thank you for your consideration.  
 
Best Regards,  
 

 
Doug Carlson 
Chief Executive Officer 
 


