
 

 

 

2021 Washington Summit Talking Points 

Thank you, (Senator/Congressman), for taking the time today to meet with us. We’re members of the local 

chapter of NUCA, the national trade association of the utility construction industry. We build the subsurface 

infrastructure that carries drinking water, removes wastewater, and also help dig and place utility, gas, electric, 

and broadband lines. 

It goes without saying we have a very strong interest in Congress’s work on infrastructure. We think our 

expertise in building and maintaining these systems can help you and your staff make an informed decision on 

these infrastructure bills and what will really help our state and local communities and economy. 

Water Infrastructure 

• The United States has over half a trillion dollars in water infrastructure needs through the year 
2040 

o $271 billion will be needed to maintain and replace wastewater and stormwater 
treatment systems (Source: EPA) 

o $473 billion will be needed to improve drinking water infrastructure (Source: EPA) 

• For every $1 billion invested in water infrastructure, anywhere from 23,000-28,000 jobs are 
created, spread across multiple industries 

• There are over 1.6 million miles of underground pipe water infrastructure in the US today, 
including 6.1 million lead service lines that remain in use in U.S. cities  

• NUCA supports reauthorizing the State Revolving Funds at bold levels 
o H.R. 3684, the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (IIJA), contains over $55 Billion 

in water funding, including almost $15 billion for the Clean Water and Drinking Water 
SRFs 

▪ IIJA contains almost $15B to remove/replace lead pipes 

• Even if IIJA is passed, it will likely require another $30B in funding to 
replace all lead pipes in America. (For a total of $45B. Source: Brookings) 

• NUCA also supports lifting the cap on Exempt Facility Bonds (EFBs), under jurisdiction of House 
Ways and Means Committee. EFBs changes were included in an early draft of infrastructure 
legislation, but removed during negotiations. EFBs can and should be part of our nation’s 
public-private infrastructure funding options, unlocking billions of dollars for improvements. 
 

Surface Transportation 

• NUCA supports robust bipartisan reauthorization of surface transportation funding, as 
contained in IIJA 

o The Highway Trust Fund needs $94 billion over the next 5 years to avoid a shortfall 
 

Broadband  

• In rural areas, 22.3% of Americans lack 25/3 Mpbs home Internet service 
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o 19 million Americans (6%) lack access to fixed broadband at even basic threshold speeds 

• Only 32% of subscriber broadband service is provided by modern high-speed fiber optics cable 
– most Americans still rely on outdated copper-based tech like DSL or cable 

o Federal dollars that fund broadband deployment projects should be used to install the 
most effective technologies providing the best broadband service as possible at the 
speeds necessary for modern living.  

▪ NUCA supports a standard of 100/100 Mpbs, as well as supports the $65 billion 
in funding levels laid out in IIJA 

• IIJA has a definition of “underserved” as 100/20 Mbps, which is a step in 
the right direction, even if it doesn’t go far enough. 

 

Workforce Development 

• The construction industry continues to face a critical skilled workforce shortage – NUCA 
supports efforts by Congress to help address the gap, including funding for trade schools and 
apprenticeship programs 

• NUCA supports increased investment in workforce development initiatives, and supports 
efforts by the government to increase enrollment in trade schools, work-study, and 
apprenticeship programs 

• NUCA has a mixed union/non-union membership, but opposes government-mandated project-
labor agreements (GMPLAs) 

o The industry is already facing critical skilled labor shortages – GMPLAs would lock out 
essential parts of the workforce and guarantee that any infrastructure package would 
miss its deadlines 

o The Fair and Open Competition Act (Republican bill, S.403/H.R.1284) would protect 
companies from GMPLAs and is supported by NUCA 
 

Other Issues 

• NUCA supports government efforts to bolster cybersecurity around key infrastructure (water, 
power generation, pipelines, etc.)  

• NUCA opposes proposed increases in the corporate tax rate, and would prefer to see the 
infrastructure package funded through other means, including opening up opportunities for 
private investment in publicly-owned projects (i.e., EFBs) 

• Our industry is always open to a jobsite visit by you or members of your staff. We’re proud of 
what we construct for our local communities. 

 

We know the infrastructure in our district and state needs help, and we’re the experts that the state and 

municipalities hire to build these systems for our fellow citizens. But we need your help in obtaining the 

resources for these projects.  

With those resources, we can hire more people, buy more pipe, concrete, and steel, and when it’s done, present 

to everyone a project that will benefit everyone for decades to come and help our economy grow. Thank you for 

your time today. 


